
High School Class Category Category Ranking Newspaper/Program School Individual Winner (If applicable) Comments

C Sports Event Writing First  Blue's News Bainville High School Patyn Wilson The inclusion of little details makes Paytyn Wilson's "The Boys of Fall" a fun, crisp read about the ups and downs of the Bainville Bulldog's football season.

AA Advertising Design Second The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Aaron Toney Pretty easy to read. Include the address only, not the words "located at" and give the city not the zip code (unless that is what the client wants)

AA Audio Second The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Andrew Gardanier & Brady Tabish Great preparation and excellent rapport between the anchors.

AA Audio Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Maddie Crandall & Savannah Hauglum The man-on-the-street interviews added solid content to this piece.

AA Feature Photography Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Aaron Toney Good use of light and framing. However, you have framed out his hand in an awkward way. Either zoom in tighter and make it more about the face. Or if it is about his gesture to the crowd we need the hand to make it stronger. Good job getting out to an event to shoot.

AA Feature Writing Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Aaron Toney A nice music feature on a high school DJ.

AA News Photography Second The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Macki Cummings Great idea for a news photograph. Construction always affects people at those facilities. Good idea being close to your subject and making the photograph have impact. However, you also need the photograph to tell us the story without a caption. And it is a little hard to see what he is doing. So find another angle that will make that action more dominant. 

AA News Writing Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Maddie Crandell Maddie's story plays a critical role of explaining the mid-term elections to a high school audience. I like the idea of using a poll of students to bring an esoteric story into the school setting, but also you need to be clear about how many people took the poll and be clear of how scientific it is.

AA Online Pacesetter Second The Sun Journal Big Sky High School This site has made some real strides and is a strong contender for the best in the state. The design is solid, the content diverse. Consider what the individual story pages look like and how you use photos in those pages. But still, the site is a strong entry.

AA Sports Event Writing Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Ava McPhillips For  “Wrestling going all the way.” This wrestling preview considers the chances of an underdog wrestling team to make it to state.

AA Sports Feature Writing Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Andrew Gardanier For "Girls Soccer Takes Second at State." This end of season story uses extensive interviews to consider the team that almost took state and their plans for dominance next year.

AA Sports Photography Third The Sun Journal Big Sky High School Macki Cummings Sports is all about emotion and action. This photo has visual impact and captures a great moment of competition. Well cropped and well framed. Only thing that can be improved is print it a bit lighter. Solid sports action!

B Advertising Design First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Josie Howlett Like the flow of the text. Good use of bold type at the top. Easy to read the type placed on the photo. Effective crop of the photo.

B Broadcast Pacesetter Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Good, well-paced show. Strong use of graphics in the "Weird News" segment. The "In the Kitchen" segment was also nicely-shot and edited. The anchors were relaxed and personable and brought good energy to the show. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors with dedicated microphones. Also, be sure to use a tripod when you shoot. The video in the "Banned Books" segment was shaky. The combination of video and still photos with music worked well in the "Homecoming Week" segment. Great job.

B Editorial Cartooning Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Evan Benton Bold art. Keep at it!

B Feature Photography First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Josie Howlett Good photograph technically. Good clean framing and crop. This is a good idea for a portrait. Think also about getting photos of Matthew working in his life for features. Maybe him cheering at a high school basketball game or maybe interacting with students at a pep rally. Remember much of the best feature photography is about real moments as they happen. With that said, solid portrait!

B Feature Writing Third The Norse Code Bigfork High School Josephine Howlett A very nice feature with good use of quotes.

B Infographic Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Ahna Fox Interesting graphic, but contained copy errors.

B News Photography First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Hanna Ritchie Good solid feature portrait. Well framed photograph with good use of shallower depth of field which highlights the subject but places them in the classroom environment. Solid expressions and use of light.

B News Writing First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Taylour Sellers This piece does a good job outlining the efforts to bring an historic bell back to the school. It clearly notes the history of the bell, but could also use a bit more reporting around either the history of the old school or student reactions.

B Newspaper Design Third The Norse Code Bigfork High School On your front page choose one image to be dominant and make it at least twice the size of other images. Body copy is easy to read.  Create some white space in your inside pages, as it will make it easier for your readers to process your stories.

B Newspaper Pacesetter Third The Norse Code Bigfork High School Good work here, but I'd suggest a design that was cleaner and less gray. I'd also focus more on coverage of the students and people at the school and less on national events. There's good opinion writing here, but more reporting would help. 

B Online Pacesetter First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Norse Code impressed me last year and it continues to deliver a great mix of stories, photography and video announcements. The design is clean and effective and the organization intuitive. It's social media is also on point. 

B Opinion Writing Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Maya Hartig Good research on a hot take. 

B Photo Illustration First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Ahna Fox Good idea. Like the tight crop.

B Sports Event Writing Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Ahna Fox For "One Last Valhalla," a sympathetic look a near-undefeated football season.

B Sports Feature Writing First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Hanna Ritchie For "The Unfunded Mandate." Hanna shows the zeal and curiosity of an investigative sports reporter as she examines how money flows to different sports.

B Sports Photography First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Ahna Fox This is an interesting way to make a photograph about a feature sports story about a swimming policy. Good use of shallow depth of field and composition to frame the swim meet. Good risk taking. Generally sports pictures need action and emotion. But this is a creative shot to fit the story. Nicely done.

B Video Newscast Second The Norse Code Bigfork High School Maya Hartig Good and interesting choice of stories. Good use of graphics to supplement the script. Well-paced with good energy from the anchor.

B Video: PSA First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Hailey Boisvert Strong message and interesting video, editing and graphics. To be even stronger, be sure to use a tripod to avoid shaky video syndrome.

B Video: Sports First  The Norse Code Bigfork High School Ryder Nollan Good, fast-paced, useful tips for working out during the school day. Nice use of editing and music. The video establishes each exercise without going into too much detail. There is a flash frame of black right before Nollan appears on camera at the end. Good job.

AA Editorial Cartooning Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Andy Tallman Lots of artistic talent. Design is uneven.

AA Feature Photography Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Kelly Coyne A well thought out package of portraits to go with a feature story. Good use of light and posing.

AA Feature Writing Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Andy Tallman and Mo Oelkers A fun read with with colorful writing and descriptive language. 

AA News Photography First  Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Garrett Johnson and Kate McOmber Two of the photographs from this package work really well together. The page 14 photo is a well composed clear story of the event. It also captures a good moment. That is key in news photography. The Page 15 photo of students asking questions also has a good moment. However, it doesn't tell the full story. One way to design this page is to make those photos bigger and only run two. It gives more weight to the best two images. 

AA News Writing Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Meryl Pawlick Inspired by the student's response to school shootings elsewhere, Meryl does a good job localizing a national story and seeing what Bozeman is doing to keep its students safe.

AA Newspaper Design Third Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School

AA Newspaper Pacesetter Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School The Hawk Tawk finished a close second in this competitive category by virtue of its best-in-class design, vivid writing and strong news judgment. A slightly stronger performance in photography would have put it over the top. 

AA Photo Illustration Second Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School David Nostrant Engages the reader. Nice work

AA Sports Event Writing First  Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Xander Danenhauer This well-paced story about a Bozeman runner’s national-ranked personal best did a good job of blending race coverage with background information about the athlete and what makes her run.

AA Sports Photography First  Hawk Tawk Bozeman High School Adele Gammil Sports is about action and emotion and this photograph does a great job capturing the thrill of victory. This photo captures a great moment in an interesting way. But moment is KEY!. The framing is a little loose and a slight crop could get us into that emotion more quickly. The top of the frame is unnecessary. So remember to eliminate distracting elements when shooting.

AA Advertising Design First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston Love the font choices. Good flow to the design and easy to process. Good job.

AA Audio First  Rustler News C.M. Russell High School Quinn Soltesz A topic of importance to high school students explored in a meaningful way.

AA Editorial Cartooning First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Skylar McKown Love the panels. Good comic! Keep at it.

AA Feature Photography First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston Very solid feature photograph. Great use of shallow depth of field, composition and moment to tell a good feature story. What would make this stronger would be to wait for a bit more of a moment with him reacting to the pie instead of looking at the camera.
With that said, great attention to foreground and background. The second pie face makes this a more dynamic photo but also helps tell more of the story. Nice work!

AA Infographic First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston and Quinn Soltesz Clean design and copy. Please come design at the Montana Kaimin!

AA News Photography Third The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston Good news shoot. Your final select is sharp, composed well and tells the story clearly.  It is technically good. With that said the photo of the two people interacting is a bit more interesting way to tell that story. The moment is close on that shot. 

AA News Writing First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Grace Carr From the lead to the use of data and variety of sources, Grace's piece on the rise in vaping at C.M. Russell is well written and thorough. Kudos to the lead and kicker.

AA Newspaper Pacesetter First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School This was a strong effort all around, but the paper's news judgment, story selection and writing stood out. Strong writing and design make this an exceptional newspaper in a strong category. The paper made bold choices in coverage that gave it an edge. 

AA Online Pacesetter First  Rustlernews.com C.M. Russell High School Great site with strong new features. It is a good mix of written pieces and photo-driven features that allow students to talk about issues from the serious to the fun. Effective layout and well done.

AA Opinion Writing Third The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Jayla Mitchell

AA Photo Illustration First  The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston Great job. Clearly the best in this category. Keep up the good work.

AA Sports Feature Writing Second The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Gabrielle Pope For "Meet the Managers." This well-conceived piece  stepped away from the usual coverage and turned the spotlight on the people who work behind the scenes to support high school athletes.

AA Sports Photography Second The Stampede C.M. Russell High School Nancy Beston Good vision on this photograph. The photo has impact and it tells an interesting story from a basketball game. Boxing out is a hug part of the game and your choice of low angle highlights all of the faces anticipating this foul shot. Good seeing and execution.

AA Editorial Cartooning Third Paw Print Capital High School Lillian LeGrand Great ideas. Love the panels. Keep going.

AA Opinion Writing First  Paw Print Capital High School Alyssa Tompkins Well-researched, well-written, balanced. Nice work. 

A Advertising Design First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Good flow. Like the use of the larger illustration. 

A Feature Photography First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Kaden Kuchynka A good technical photograph. However, a feature photo should explore creativity in composition, and more importantly tell us the full story in the picture. Think about finding a better moment or composition that tells us more of the story.

A Feature Writing First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Allie Wagner Excellent use of quotes showing diverse points of view.

A News Writing Second Signal Butte Custer County District High School Shealee Korell SheaLee's piece about a new school food pantry performs a couple of important functions at once, letting students know about the service, but also alerting people to the role of food insecurity and how it affects students' academic lives. The piece includes good research and solid reporting.

A Newspaper Design First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Effective clean design throughout the issue. Excellent use of dominant element on each page.

A Newspaper Pacesetter Second Signal Butte Custer County District High School The Signal Butte is among the best in this class year after year. And that's due to best-in-show design and strong photography. The writing and the paper's overall story and feature selection were solid too. Slight improvement in those areas would have given this impressive staff the edge. Good work!

A Opinion Writing First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Alex Mitchell Great work. The research was detailed and the writing clean. 

A Photo Illustration First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Brooks Bosckis This works. Crop tighter on the right.

A Sports Event Writing First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Zach Austin For coverage of the Divisional Tournament.

A Sports Feature Writing Second Signal Butte Custer County District High School Makayla Payne For coverage of the class A state cross country meet.

A Sports Photography First  Signal Butte Custer County District High School Kaylee Merical Good solid sports photograph. Good exposure and good moment and expressions. The focus is a touch back focused - meaning the first girl with the ball is just in front of the focal point and therefore a touch soft. The second girl is tack sharp. Good job shooting on the action.

C Feature Writing First  The Catch Ennis High School Max Trapp Nice job of setting the scene as middle school kids take off on a ski trip while high school students watch from class.

C Feature Writing Second The Catch Ennis High School Maida Knapton Fantastic profile of sports-loving teachers.

C Feature Writing Third The Catch Ennis High School Kaya Fador Excellent remembrance of a teacher who died from cancer.

C News Writing First  The Catch Ennis High School Paige Dickinson Paige's piece serves as an update on a visit by former WNBA star Chamique Holdsclaw, but also an important reminder about mental health. Good use of a student quote.

C News Writing Second The Catch Ennis High School Sierra Chesser Sierra's piece on the decision to reinstate Teacher and Student of the month awards is a straightforward piece on why the school chose to bring the recognition back as well as a fun piece about the winners.

C Newspaper Pacesetter Third Mustang Monthly Ennis High School This paper has a strong sense of design. Add more stories and stronger photos and this could win it all down the road.

C Opinion Writing First  The Catch Ennis High School Paige Dickinson Solid research, good voice. 

C Opinion Writing Second The Catch Ennis High School Maida Knapton

C Sports Event Writing Second The Catch Ennis High School Bella Roberts Bella Roberts' football coverage sets the stage for a hot and dusty game.

AA Newspaper Design Second The Flathead Arrow Flathead High School

AA Newspaper Pacesetter Third The Flathead Arrow Flathead High School The Arrow's strong photography and engaging story selection were especially mpressive. Stronger writing and design would have boosted its showing. Regardless, this is great work from a gifted team. 

AA Sports Event Writing Second The Flathead Arrow Flathead High School Taylor Henley Coverage of Bravette volleyball turned a loss into a look to a brighter future.

AA Sports Feature Writing First  The Flathead Arrow Flathead High School Taylor Henley For "Counts Breaks State Rushing Record." This substantial pieces used plenty of play-by-play coverage and interviews to show what it takes to set the season rushing record. 

B Editorial Cartooning First  Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Olivia Berard Nice concept.

B Feature Writing Second Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Gabe Bennett Excellent job at reporting outside the school in the community.

B Infographic First  Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Clean design of the gender and race pay gap. Good work!

B Newspaper Design First  Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Your paper was the clear standout in this category. Congrats

B Newspaper Pacesetter Second Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School I liked this paper's clear, clean design and good writing. Stronger photography and bolder news judgment would have make it the winner in this category. Impressive work 

B Opinion Writing First  Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Danara Greer A thorough take on a topical subject! 

B Sports Event Writing First  Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Natalie Dulac For coverage of Florence-Carlton's first individual state wrestling championship win since 1980.

B Sports Feature Writing Second Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Gabe Bennet For a thoughtful consideration of brain health and concussions.

B Sports Photography Second Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School Olivia Berard A fine moment. But remember sports is about action and emotion. You have action of the free throw but we don't really see the emotion in the faces. Think about eliminating distracting elements and dead space in the photo. That is fill the frame with the important stuff that tells the story.

B News Photography Second Florence Chronicle Florence-Carlton High School  A good technical portrait of the new SRO officer. Good light and expression. To make this a great feature, follow the SRO officer around the school and get him interacting with students in the hallways. That would be more original and dynamic.

C Newspaper Pacesetter First  Sagebrush Saga Garfield County District High School Strong writing and design gave the Sagebrush Saga the edge in this competitive category. I'd encourage the staff to work on its photography and be bolder in the issues it covers. Great work.

AA Feature Writing First  Hellgate Lance Hellgate High School Jason Upton Nice job writing about the controversial topic of censorship.

AA Newspaper Design First  Hellgate Lance Hellgate High School

AA Opinion Writing Second Hellgate Lance Hellgate High School Matthew Knight Really well-written. 

C Newspaper Design First  The Mustang Gazette Malta High School Love the use of color photography. Effective use of quotes which help readers engage with the stories as well as acting as a design element.

C Newspaper Pacesetter Second The Mustang Gazette Malta High School This was a good effort in a competitive category. I really liked your strong cover page. More stories and bigger, stronger photos would have put you over the top.

A Feature Writing Second The Geyser Park High School Dana Baskett Excellent story on online reviews of schools.

A News Writing First  The Geyser Park High School Eden Kirk and Terran Speake Eden and Terran do a good job digging into not just how many but why students are leaving Park High School to attend school at home. The article has good sources and some decent data to make this a solid trend story.

A Newspaper Pacesetter First  The Geyser Park High School Bolder stories and good writing gave The Geyser a winning edge in this competitive category. Solid photography and design contributed, and slight improvements in those areas would have given it an even bigger lead. Impressive job from a clearly dedicated staff.

A Online Pacesetter First  The Geyser Park High School This is a solid site. Carries lots of information, is well designed and I really like the user submissions (like spring break photos) and the fact you can get the full paper online. Good job and keep up the good work.

A Photo Illustration Second The Geyser Park High School Well executed. Like the colors and the combination of elements.

A Sports Feature Writing First  The Geyser Park High School Buddy Murphy For "Students show spirit with basketball themes." Murphy's lively story gets into the spirit with colorful descriptions and upbeat interviews.

B Broadcast Pacesetter First  Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.Strong use of video and graphics. Good production values. Steady and level camera work. Very entertaining. The anchors were relaxed and personable. You could improve the audio quality for the anchors at the desk by using dedicated microphones. Great job.

B Feature Writing First  Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Grace Brown A nicely reported  and informative piece on PTSD. 

B News Writing Second Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Maire Oderman Bringing the complicated and controversial story of Ukraine all the way to Missoula through the voice of a 16-year-old is to be commended. The story is an ambitious and interesting piece, although the connection between the film and Artur Tretiak is unclear. Is he in the film or the school? Are they airing the film at the school? That could have helped explain it.

B Newspaper Design Second Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Your issue was easy to read and was consistent in its design concept. Good work.

B Video Newscast First  Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Interesting discussion about Willard High School's image and what students base it on. Good production values. Multiple microphones would help the audio quality in the group interview. Good content.

B Video: PSA Second Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School Strong mix of humor and information. The anchors are energetic and likable and it's good to hear from the new students.

B Newspaper Pacesetter First  Willard Wire Willard Alternative High School This paper was a hoot. It's inventive design and vivid subject matter made it a delight to read, and I want to commend its editor for especially strong writing. The paper's unusual features give it loads of character. That said, the writing could use some technical attention, but the effect was awesome. The poem about the angel got me. 

http://rustlernews.com/

